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Celebrating God'’s goodness

The monthly newsletter of Saint Luke’s Episcopal Church, Jackson Lennessee
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At each and every Baptism, we
renew the promises made at Baptism.
How do we each fulfill the promises

of our Baptismal Covenant?

What | know is that God calls all
Christians to continue in the life and sac-
raments of the church (to be present and
to participate), to love God and our
neighbor, and to make God’s Kingdom
more fully known in our time. These lie
at the heart of our Baptismal promises.
But these attributes do not come natu-
rally to us, I am afraid.

There is a new word (that is actually a very old word) that is being used
again to describe the Church’s educational mission. The word is
“formation.”

In earlier times, the word “formation” was primarily associated in church
circles with seminary education and the shaping of monks and nuns. The
formation of those training to be clergy involved worship, prayer, spiritual
direction, and study. The goal was to shape and remake the person into the
spiritual leader that the church needed.

In the church we now speak of Christian formation as not only referring
to a process which only applies to clergy, but to the lifelong journey of being
formed into the person God is calling us to be.

For Christians the journey of faith begins at birth, is formalized in Holy
Baptism, is nurtured and fed by the Body and Blood of Christ, is informed
continually in Christian education, is Confirmed and Reaffirmed in adult-
hood, and supported in prayer. In short, formation helps us live into those
vows we make at Baptism.

And formation isn't just for young people, but is central to our soul’s
health every day of our lives. I invite you to take a close look at our Chris-
tian Education offerings and discern how God is calling you to be formed in
your faith as a Christian, and join us on Rally Day (September 7).

We have several offerings for adults that I think you will enjoy. Our Upper
Room Class will resume on September 7 (Rally Day) at 9:15 am. with a
video lecture series: History of the Bible: The Making of the New Testament. The
lectures are given by Professor Bart Ehrman of the University of North
Carolina at Chapel Hill. The class will deal with the formation of the canon
of the New Testament.

Our Tuesday night Bible Study led by the Rev. Dr. Gene Davenport meets
each Tuesday at 7:00 p.m. Gene is a retired professor of religion from Lam-
buth University and is Saint Luke’s theologian in residence. This group is
currently discussing the book of Genesis. While a university professor is
teaching the course, it is accessible and relevant.

FROM YOUR RECTOR...
by the Reverend Sean Ferrell
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THE LECTIONARY: YEAR A

Sept. 7, 17th Sunday after Pentecost
Ezekiel 33:7-11 « Psalm 119:33-40 »
Romans 13:8-14 « Matthew 18:15-20

Sept. 14, 18th Sunday after Pentecost
Genesis 50:15-21 « Psalm 103:(1-7), 8-13 «
Romans 14:1-12 « Matthew 18:21-35

Sept. 21, 19th Sunday after Pentecost
Jonah 3:10-4:11 « Psalm 145:1-8 »
Philippians 1:21-30 « Matthew 20:1-16
Sept. 28, 20th Sunday after Pentecost
Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 « Psalm 25:1-8 «
Philippians 2:1-13 « Matthew 21:23-32

YOGA CLASS
Yoga Class continues on Wednesdays, 4:00 -
5:00 p.m. Hope to see you at class. Please call
Peggy Bogard at 664-7593 for additional in-
formation.

MIDWEEK CHRISTIAN

EDUCATION FOR ADULTS

A Bible Study led by The Rev. Dr. Gene
Davenport is held on Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m.

The Wednesday morning Bible Study will
resume September 10th at 10:30 a.m.

The Coffee House theology discussion
group is held at 6 pm on the 2nd Thursday
of each month. Contact Gary Wake at
garyspchelp@gmail.com if you are interested.

IN RESPONSE TO GOD’S GRACE
AS OF JULY 31, 2008

Pledged To Budget 2008......... $309,000.00

Needed Year-to-Date................ 180,250.00
Received Year-to-Date.............. 170,985.42
Income Surplus (Deficit).............. (9,264.58)

Needed Monthly..........cccocevvvnan. 25,750.00

Please make every effort to keep your
pledges current throughout the year.

FROM YOUR RECTOR...

The same can be said for the Wednesday morning Bible study led by the
Reverend Dr. Brady Whitehead. This study, which meets each week at 10
a.m., has traditionally focused upon a book of the Old Testament. It will re-
sume on Wednesday, September 10.

This fall, I am teaching a Confirmation Class that is really more than a Con-
firmation Class. Its point is to strengthen your faith, and strangely enough,
confirm literally means “with strength.” The course itself is for all interested
in learning more about the Episcopal Church, for those interested in being
Confirmed, Received from another Christian Church, Re-affirming their bap-
tismal vows, or in exploring an “adult faith”. Really, it is for anyone inter-
ested in strengthening their faith. Classes will begin September 14th and will
continue through Oct 12 and will meet at 9:15 a.m.

Our young children will have the opportunity to participate in their own
Christian education during the Christian Ed hour, which also begins on Sept.
7. Our Sunday School teachers will continue to teach our congregation’s little
ones using the Episcopal Children’s Curriculum. This fine curriculum teaches
children the Bible, liturgy and traditions of The Church. It is rooted in scrip-
ture and incorporates The Book of Common Prayer and The Hymnal to
teach church traditions and standard responses used during worship and ma-
jor themes of Holy Scripture. And a reminder: our nursery is available during
church school time for younger children, so that parents and older siblings
can participate in Christian education.

Our EYC (Episcopal Youth Community) will again encompass grades 6-12
and will deal with Episcopal identity, the worship and life of the Church. And
of course, there will be many fun activities along the way. Watch your
monthly calendar and bulletin insert for meeting times. This group will gather
for the first time this fall on Sunday, September 7, during the Rally Day pic-
nic at Conger Park.

May this be a year filled with the promise of deeper faith and greater com-
mitment to God’s call as we seek to fulfill the promises made at our Baptism

S_vr-

continued from Page 1

THE UPPER ROOM CLASS

The Upper Room Class resumes on Sept. 7
with a video lecture series: History of the Bible:
The Making of the New Testament, given by Pro-
fessor Bart Ehrman of the University of
North Carolina at Chapel Hill who addresses
the types of books that make up the New
Testament, who wrote them, and how the
canon was determined. The Upper Room
Class meets on Sundays at 9:15 A.M. All are
welcome to attend.
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Bishop Johnson, Fr. Sean, Kiezha, and Declan Ferrell after Declan’s Baptism service.
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SAFEGUARDING GOD’S CHILDREN

The topic of taking every possible step to keep children safe from sexual
abuse, particularly in church setting, is a high priority in the Episcopal
Church and in this Diocese. Therefore there are several training sessions
held throughout the year in an effort to protect our children and our church.

THE SEPTEMBER

ALTAR CANDLES

are given to the glory of God by Anna Barry
in thanksgiving for all her friends.

Those required to take this training, per the Diocesan guidelines, are all paid
staff members, all parishioners working directly with children and all vestry
members who are involved in leadership and policy making within the
church.

The next session to be held at St. Luke’s will be September 11, 2008 from
6 p.m. - 8 p.m. This is an important issue and it is required for many parish-
ioners. If you have not had this training in the last 3 years and you are one of
the people require to, please mark your calendars and plan to be in atten-
dance. This training is also available to parents if you want to take extra steps
to safeguard your children by knowing signs of abuse or signs of potential
predators from any setting your child might be in.

If you find that this date simply doesn’t work for you, there are other ses-
sions available in Memphis. You may call the parish office for a list of those
dates and locations.

Please sign up on the bulletin board by the parish office so we can have a
count to set up the room and to be sure we have sufficient supplies. You
may also call or e-mail the parish office at stlukes@aeneas.net to add your
name to the list.

ALTAR FLOWERS
Just a reminder to make sure to sign up to
provide altar flowers. The signup calendar is
found on the bulletin board across from the
Parish Hall, or contact the Parish Office.

RALLY DAY AND ANNUAL PARISH PICNIC

Rally Day is the annual kick-off of the fall Christian Education session and
the annual Parish Picnic at Conger Park (on Highland Avenue) immediately
following the 10:30 a.m. service. This year, as always, Rally Day will follow
Labor Day and is scheduled for Sunday, September 7th. Come to church in
casual clothes and bring a side dish or dessert for the picnic. St. Luke’s will
provide the chicken and the soft drinks.

Be sure to be here at 9:15 a.m. to sign up for Christian Education classes

OFFICE VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

We are in need of more office volunteers,
Volunteers are needed mostly in the morn-
ings from 9:00 a.m. - Noon. Exceptions are
during staff vacation or illness, major holi-
days and during year-end financial closings,
when volunteers are asked to work longer
hours or take 1/2 day shifts. The duties for
volunteers revolve around answering the
phones and the door, sending out notices in
the mail, stuffing inserts into bulletins, mak-
ing phone calls to parishioners and if you
have computer skills, sometimes typing vari-
ous projects. Many days are quiet and require
only answering the phone and door, others
are hectic and will keep you busy all morning.
If you would like to volunteer, either on a
regular basis or on an as needed basis, please
contact our volunteer coordinator, Norma
Greer at 664-5220.

for all ages. There will be registration cards available that day. If you would
like to sign up early, we will have cards available that you can drop in the of-
fering plate or you can contact the parish office to have one mailed to you if
you will be out of town that week.

Remember that Christian Education classes are an important part of the
learning process to help us become better servants of Christ and better stew-
ards of the blessings He has bestowed upon each of us. We would like to
have 100% participation this year (and every year!)

FROM THE PARISH OFFICE
If you are not receiving “Church News,”
the diocesan newspaper, and would like to be
added to their mailing list, please contact the
Parish Office at 424-0556.

The deadline for the September “Parish
Life” is September 19th.

SAINT LUKE’S SCAVENGER HUNT

In our ongoing series, the Saint Luke’s Scaven-
ger Hunt, we're inviting you to see if you recog-
nize objects found at Saint Luke’s and their
location. If you've never seen this set before,
take a few minutes and look around to see if
you can find it. The location will be published
in the next edition of The Parish Life.

The answer for the August scavenger hunt is

as follows: This photograph was the cross on the south wall of the altar be-
hind the arch.

BAPTISM DATES AHEAD...

The Book of Common Prayer recom-
mends five dates for Baptisms... The Great
Vigil of Easter, Pentecost Sunday, All Saints’
Day, The Baptism of Jesus, and when the
Bishop visits. Other dates may be scheduled,
but these dates bear special significance to
Baptism on our calendar. The next service
that will include Holy Baptisms will be the
Sunday after All Saints’ Day, November 2,
2008. Please contact the Parish Office if you
have someone to be Baptized.
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1 2 3 Paul Jones 4 5 6
[P 4:00 p.m.  Yoga Class o
Labor Da 7:00 p.. Bible Stud z 10:00 a.m. Mon’s G
Y b Bible Stuey 5:30 pm. Holy Encharist am om s Garoup
Parish Office Closed
7 17th Sun. after Pentecost 8 9 10 Alexcander Crumwell 11 12 13
8:00 a.m. Holy Encharist .
9:15 am. Christian Ed. 7:00 pm. Bible Study ‘)fgg/l”‘ E”%“ g/‘”bf , 6:00 pm. Safeguarding God's
10:30 a.m. Holy Excharist 2Opo By Bueart Children
12:30 noon  Annual Picnic 6:30 p.m. Coffee Honse Theolgy
at Conger Park (EYC

to meet at park)

Rally Day
14 18th Sun. after Pentecost 15 16 17 Hildegard of Bingen 18 19 20
8:00 a.m. Holy Encharist 5:30 pm. Vestry 7:00 p.m. Bible Study 4:00 p.m.  Yoga Class
9:15 a.m. Christian Ed h 5:30 pm. Holy Encharist
9:15 a.m. Confirmation Class
10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist
5-7 pm. EYC at church

Canned Food Parish Life Deadlline

Collection
21 19th Sun. after Pentecost 22 23 24 Saint Matthew 25 26 27
8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist
9:15 a.m. Christian Ed 7:00 p.m. Bible Study 4:00 p.m.  Yoga Class
9:15 a.m. Confirmation Class 5:30 p.m.  Holy Encharist
10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist 7:00 p.m. Dr. David Dietrich
5-7 pm. EYC at church
28 20th Sun. after Pentecost 29 30

8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist
9:15 a.m. Christian Ed.
9:15 a.m. Confirmation Class
10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist
5-7pm. EYC at church

Paper Recycling

7:00 p.m. Bible Study




September 2008

Eucharistic Lay Readers Acolytes Ushers & Greeters Children’s Church
Ministers & Lectors
Wednesday, Sept. 3 5:30 p.m. Gus Middleton Gus Middleton
Sunday September 7 8:00 a.m. Bruce Hamilton Nancy Pechacek Jeff Beard Vicki Lake & Leila Frankland
17th Sunday after 10:30 a.m. Steve Daniels Arthur Grimball Donna Boren Lee Sparks & Greg Kost Debbie Torstrick
Pentecost Mary Beth Seltzer Andrea Grimball Hunter Thompson John & Jackie Foxx Cindy Kost
James Head
Wednesday, Sept. 10 5:30 p.m. John Godbold John Godbold
Sunday, September 14 8:00 a.m. Loni Harris Vicki Lake Kayla Foxx Owen & Sue Gwathmey
18th Sunday after 10:30 a.m. Tommy Rhoads Jim Craig Rachael Flynt Tom & Ginny DeWitt Amy Kendrick
Pentecost Peggy Bogard Tricia Booher Alexis Wehn Gail & Tommy Hedgepeth Nikki Chalk
Jenny-Lyn Caterina
Wednesday, Sept. 17 5:30 p.m. Mary Beth Seltzer Mary Beth Seltzer
Sunday, September 21 8:00 a.m. Bruce Hamilton Emily Canter Jonathan Kendrick Fred Bowyer & Reggie Weaver
19th Sunday after 10:30 a.m. Steve Daniels Janie Giles Carp Hamilton Moore Jim Bevis & Archie Wright Liz Garrard
Pentecost Mary Beth Seltzer Lee Sparks Francis Chandler John & Jackie Foxx Pat Craig
Anne Elizabeth Garrard
Wednesday, Sept. 24 5:30 p.m. Loni Harris Loni Harris
Sunday, September 28 8:00 a.m. Tommy Rhoads Bruce Hamilton Rachael Flynt Vicki Lake & Leila Frankland
20th Sunday after 10:30 a.m. Gus Middleton Andrea Grimball Jessica Endicott Chris & Lyn Wheeler Debbie Torstrick
Pentecost Peggy Bogard Arthur Grimball Hunter Thompson Dawn & Jerry Griffith Lynn White
Jane Trently
Wednesday, Oct. 1 5:30 p.m. Jimmy Harrison Jimmy Harrison
Sunday October 5 8:00 a.m. Bruce Hamilton Nancy Godbold Jeff Beard Owen & Sue Gwathmey
21st Sunday after 10:30 a.m. Jimmy Harrison Dawn Griffith Donna Boren Lee Sparks & Greg Kost Amy Kendrick
Pentecost Steve Daniels Jerry Griffith Thomas Head Gail & Tommy Hedgepeth Cindy Kost

James Head

If you are unable to serve at your appointed time please find a replacement and notify the parish office of the change.
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RIFA NEEDS FOR AUGUST

SNACK-BACK-PACK PROGRAM
Pop-Tarts
Cereal Bars
Canned Spaghetti-Ravioli/Lasagna
Individual Raisin Boxes
Instant Oatmeal
Fruit Juice Boxes

COMMUNITY KITCHEN
Commercial-sized Pork & Beans
Instant Potatoes
Frozen Lasagna
Dried Spaghetti
Lemonade
Sugar
Desserts
Plastic Forks

PANTRY
Canned Chicken Canned Fruit
Sugar Macaroni & Cheese
Jelly Tuna
Evaporated Milk ~ Canned Pasta

RIFA sends food home each weekend for
almost 300 needy children through the
snack-back-pack program. The community
kitchen is currently serving an average of
150 people per day. RIFA also passes out
nearly 200 sacks of food per month. These
numbers will increase with the weak econ-
omy. We are trying to do our part to help
feed the hungry in Madison County by help-
ing to provide needed items to RIFA.

These items can be purchased at Wal-Mart
or Kroger for a small cost—all items are less
than $10 each, some less than $5. Please
remember the needy when you are filling
your shopping cart. This is a small way that
everyone can help and individual contribu-
tions add up to a big help to those less for-
tunate in our community.

Please bring your items to the church and
place them on the table outside the Library
or in the red wagons in the Narthex. Items
will be collected on the second Sunday of
each month. If you have any questions,
please contact the parish office at 424-0556.

! II. Left (above and below): Parish-wide party at the
Wl home of Fr. Sean and Kiezha Ferrell celebrating
(Y 1he baptism of their son Declan.

6| A bove: Ann Middleton sits with Bishop Johnson

£ following Declan Ferrell’s Baptism.
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ST. LUKE’S ECW FALL LUNCHEON & DINNER

St. Luke's ECW will present “A Grand Tour - Cities Around the World”
this year for the fall luncheon and dinner, better known to most as the
“calendar party.” The luncheon will be October 29th at 12:00 noon with table
viewing at 11:30 a.m. The dinner will be October 30th at 7:00 p.m. with table
viewing at 6:30 p.m. This annual event is the largest fund raiser for the ECW
for the year. If you are new to St. Luke’s, be sure to join the wonderful tradi-
tion! The decorations are always spectacular as is the food and fellowship.

The cities to be presented this year are as follows: Abu Dhabi, Beijing, Lon-
don, New York, Oslo, Papeete, Paris, Rio de Janeiro, Rome, Tokyo and Ven-
ice.

If you are interested in waitressing, please call Debbie Torstrick at 664-3195.
If you have questions about table decorating, please call Emily Canter at 668-
1780. G. G. Bray is already taking reservations, so to get yours, please call her
at 660-5651.

Dear St. Luke’s,

We would like to say thank you for all the wonderful support and food you
provided us during our first two weeks at home with our new baby Sophie
Isabel! It was such a relief to not have to worry about preparing dinner in our
sleep deprived state and simply enjoy getting to know our little one. We are
truly blessed to be a part of the St. Luke’s family!

Much love,
Melody & Jimmy White

“Jesus said to Simon Peter, Simon, son of John, do you love me more than these?” He said
to him, Yes, Lord; you know that 1 love you.” He said to him, ‘Feed my lambs.”” - John
21:15

The family of Tommie Rhoads Overton expresses their gratitude to all the
parishioners of St. Luke’s who during the time of their loss “fed my lambs,”
not only with the generous outpouring of food but also with the spiritual
feeding of caring, concern and love. Your cards, your words of sympathy and

your hugs are all very much needed and appreciated.

6
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ARA OSHAGAN - SPEAKER FOR GENOCIDES

PROJECT TO SPEAK AT ST. LUKE’S,
September 24th, 7:00 p.m. in Parish Hall

Ara Oshagan's work revolves around the themes of identity, community
and aftermath.

Since 1995, he has been photographing survivors of the Armenian Geno-
cide, a project that includes oral history and is called The Genocide Project.
Working with photographer Levon Parian and a team of oral historians, this
work was exhibited at the Downey Museum of Art in 1999 and attracted
national attention, being the main feature in an NPR Morning Edition
story.

Oshagan has also been photographing extensively in Nagorno-Karabagh
for a book project with his father, well-known author, VVahe Oshagan. Fea-
tured in Photo District News, the book will be published by Edition Paran-
these in France. His work from Karabagh also took third place in the pres-
tigious Visions 2001 National Photographic Project Competition sponsored
by the Santa Fe Center for the Visual Arts.

Working with the USC Center for Religion and Civic Culture, Oshagan
received a California Council on the Humanities Major Grant in 2001 to
photograph the Armenian experience of Los Angeles. This work, called
Traces of Identity, was exhibited at the LA Municipal Art Gallery at Barns-
dall Park from September to December 2004 and is currently on view at the
Downey Museum of Art.

Oshagan has also been working in collaboration with Leslie Neale of
Chance Films on a project to document_high-risk juvenile offenders being
tried as adults in California.

Oshagan's work is in the permanent collection of the Downey Musuem
of Art in Downey, California and the Museum of Contemporary Art in Yer-
evan, Armenia.

PLEASE NOTE....

The Vestry will meet Monday, September
15th at 5:30 p.m. in the library.

SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES

September 7

Irvin & Mary Rainey

September 7 Greg & Sondra Bruno
September 13 Bob & Fran Beare
September 13 Gus & Ann Middleton
September 18 Jimmy & Loni Harris
September 22 Charlie & Ann Flynt
September 30 Russell & Kim Wright

WE REJOICE WITH...

..Jimmy & Melody White on the birth of their daughter, Sophie Isa-
bel, born August 10, 2008.

OUR SYMPATHIES TO...

..Tommy Rhoads and family whose mother, Tommie Overton,
passed away on August 14, 2008.

SPECIAL THANKS ToO...

..Norma Greer, Evelyn Kipp, Debbie Torstrick, Angela Williams, Dolores
Moore, Karlie Head, Jane Wolfe and Gary Wood for helping in the office.
..Henry and Evelyn Kipp for taking snack-back-pack items to RIFA and Pat
Craig and Peggy Bogard for taking canned food items to RIFA.

...Jeff Beard, Gus Middleton, Tom DeWitt, Chris Wheeler, Kevin Youngberg,
Jimmy White, Greg Kost and Ron Canter for keeping our lawn mowed and
grounds beautiful during August.

..Jerry Holt for his continued hard work collecting and delivering paper for
recycling.

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS

September 2
September 2
September 3
September 4
September 4
September 5
September 6
September 6
September 8
September 8
September 9
September 9
September 10
September 11
September 12
September 14
September 15
September 16
September 16
September 18
September 19
September 19
September 20
September 20
September 21
September 22
September 24
September 25
September 27
September 28
September 29
September 29
September 29
September 30
September 30

Nic Dugger
Blaine Humphrey
Pat Craig

Colby Chalk
Grace Granberry
Brennan Torstrick
Tyler Bruno
Jerry Gilbert
Ann Flynt
Debbie Torstrick
Jerry Griffith
Harriet Ross
Martha Peddy
Jonah Spitzer
Andrea Alexander
Jimmy Craig
Peggy Shawhan
William Easley
Kate Petrinjak
Jeanne Jones
John Godbold
Florence Livelli
Dera Ashby
Geoff Grigg
Sean DeWitt
Gloria Jones

G. G. Bray
Andy Harrison
Porter Lowery
John Garrard
Jonathan Harlan
Greg Petrinjak
Patrick Williams
Patricia Booher
Gail Hedgepeth

The Parish Office will be closed
September 1st in observance of

Labor Day.
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Please let us know one of the three
following options:

= Shift me to online delivery only.

= I’d like to receive the monthly
paper version of The Parish Life only

= 1I'd like to receive both the paper
and online versions of The Parish Life




