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FROM YOUR RECTOR... Rector’s Annual Address - 12/16/07

Welcome to the Third Sunday of
by the Reverend Sean Ferrell  pqyent. This Sunday | am charged

with the task of giving the Rector’s an-
nual address, and as Christmas is speed-
ing ever closer, I think it necessary to say
aword or two about Advent. Advent is a
season of journey, of hoping, and of
waiting. The Spanish verb esparar con-
veys two possible meanings all at the
M same time... “to wait” and “to hope.”
As such, it's a more helpful term than
: either of the English verbs that separate
out those two postures. Waiting, you see, is hoping; hoping, you see, is wait-
ing. Faithful life in Advent is multi-dimensional. It waits, incomplete. Yet,
it’s joyful in what will be fulfilled. It's perceptive, seeing what is. It's hopeful
of what will be.

When | addressed this congregation last year in my annual address, I'd
barely been your rector for 6 weeks. | spent a great deal of time in last years
address articulating a vision for Saint Luke’s: that we become more welcom-
ing and friendly; a place of hospitality, a place that makes room for the next
person through the door. I challenged us to be “loose around the edges and
solid at the core”. | used the image of concentric circles. That solid “core” —
the inside circle is our faith and what we believe.”

The core is the holy table with its holy food. It's the word of God given
particularly in Scripture and gathered up in the preaching and proclamation
of that Word. The closer you move to the center of things, the closer you
move to the unchangeable content of the faith. At the minimum that con-
tent would be: God created the world and all of us, and saw that it was
Good. God is loving and redeeming us and raising us up in Jesus Christ.
And the Holy Spirit is available to all to animate the ministry of God's pres-
ence in the world.

The outer of the concentric circles is our boundary — our border. We all
live inside those boundaries — some closer to the center than others. | chal-
lenged us to ask ourselves as a congregation if we are “loose around the
edges.” In other words *are our borders permeable?” | asked, “Are we
warmly inviting new folks to participate in worship and in the life of the
parish beyond our worship, or are we erecting walls that prevent participa-
tion?” Do folks that don’t look like us, or act like us, or think like us become
a part of this congregation?

Frankly I have been shocked during my time with you. Shocked in a good
way... a great way. Because in every congregation | have ever worked with
has had self-assigned individuals who have made it their mission to select
who would be a part of the congregation. To my delight, we haven’t spent
our time pushing new people away. Instead, you are welcoming those who
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PLEASE NOTE....

The Vestry will meet Monday, January 21st
at 5:30 p.m. in the library.

RIFA SNACK-BACK-PACK
]ANUARY NEEDS

The RIFA Snack-Back-Pack provides 204
needy children with nutritional, kid-friendly
food during the weekend. The back packs are
assembled at RIFA and picked up by the
guidance counselors from local elementary
schools. Please check the list below and pick
up some of these items when you shop.
Mac & Cheese - Granola Bars
Cereal Bars - Oatmeal Packages
Peanut Butter Crackers
Canned Spaghetti/Ravioli/Lasagna
Raisins - Canned Fruits & Vegetables
Cereal Packages - Cheese & Crackers

Please bring your items to the church and
place them on the table outside the Library.
If you have any questions, please contact the
parish office at 424-0556.

2007 INCOME TAXES

Be sure to wait for your final 2007 Contri-
bution statement before filing your income
taxes. They'll be mailed by January 31, 2008.
Any contribution turned in after December
31, 2007 will be applied to your 2008 tax re-
cords, per IRS guidelines. If you have any
questions, please call Trudy at 731-424-0556.

THE JANUARY ALTAR CANDLES
are given to the glory of God in honor of
Saint Luke’s by Susan Francisco.

OTHER ADULT CHRISTIAN ED
A Bible Study on Matthew’s Gospel is held
Tuesdays at 7.00 pm led by the Rev. Dr.
Gene Davenport.

A Bible Study on the minor prophets is held
Wednesdays at 10:00 a.m. led by the Rev. Dr.
Brady Whitehead.

The Coffee House theology discussion group
is held at 6 pm on the 2nd Thursday of each
month. Call Gary Wake at 504-4160 if you
are interested.

The Parish Office will be closed January
1st for New Year’s Day and January 15th
in observance of Martin Luther King Day.

FROM YOUR RECTOR...
are new.

There’s a long list of successes this year, but for me, the very most exciting
thing that has happened is that 15-20 new families have made Saint Luke’s
their church home. Literally, they have become a part of the family. We have
been a community that has been loose enough around the edges that others
have made their home with us. To you who have made St. Luke’s your
church home over the last year: We're glad you're here. We are glad you are
part of the family! Welcome home! To you who have been here: thank you
for engaging the mission | put before us.

I continue to believe that there is no greater priority for any congregation
than to be loose around the edges and solid at the core; or said another way,
to have a bias toward the next person through the door.

There are many additional successes that more than worth mentioning, and
I have a handful that I would like to share, because they're descriptive of the
year we've spent together. In this past year we have moved coffee hour to the
narthex and you have made coffee hour a priority. | want to thank Lyn
Wheeler for her coordination of coffee hour and each and every one of you
who have brought food. | also have to thank those of you who stay and talk
and meet those who are new and welcome them to this place we call home.
Even these simple are ministry. Yes, even the small act of coffee hour is min-
istry. In fact, this is as important as anything else we do here at St. Luke’s.

One of our newest avenues of welcome has been Holy Grounds Coffee

House. As a part of the Jackson Downtown Development Corporation’s
Fabulous Fridays (on the last Friday of the month) we've opened our doors
to the community featuring artists and musicians, and free coffee and cake
from HRH Dumplin’s. At least 60 people have attended each and every
month. Last month over 120 joined us at Holy Grounds. The wonderful
news is that we are seeing more than just the usual suspects darken our
doors. People who have never been to Saint Luke’s before are discovering St.
Luke’s. Holy Grounds is one of the ways new folks are coming among us.
I was so proud of our 175t Anniversary Celebration at the beginning of Oc-
tober. The service and silent auction and dinner with featured speaker Alex
Comfort... .they were important and powerful events. | am told the Bishop
bragged about us at the Diocesan Offices that we did the celebration right,
and that our celebration was the best he attended.

There have been absolutely fabulous events this year in addition to the
175t celebration... The calendar party was a joy to behold as it is each and
every year. Thank you to each of you who made it a success. Also of particu-
lar note for me was St. Nicholas celebration this year. What a fun event filled
with the joy and laughter of children.

I am extraordinarily proud of our Meredith Endowment committee headed
by Dr. John Godbold. This group of folks did the hard work putting an en-
dowment in place and they did it right. They have put a system in place that
will use the endowment for generations upon generations, reaching out to the
Jackson community. Their first outreach grant was awarded this fall...
$30,000 to Madison County CASA. CASA is an acronym for Court Ap-
pointed Special Advocate It's a program that trains volunteers to provide a
judge with a carefully researched report on a child who has had to be re-
moved from their parents and their circumstances to help the court make a
sound decision about the child’s future. Hal and Beth would be so proud.

I would be remiss if I didn’t mention the great joy it brought to me to cele-
brate the end of the construction of this nave. Countless hours were spent

continued from Page 1
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FROM YOUR RECTOR... continued from Page 2

over the last 4 years by our building committee headed by Gus Middleton.
Hats off to each of you. You did fabulously and the evidence is in front of
us each and every week as we enter this breathtaking and holy space.

One final happy report: Our stewardship campaign was an overwhelming
success. 95% of our stewardship goal was committed for a total of almost
$297,000, given by over 100 families, and we're still receiving pledges. 60%
of you increased your pledges. 15 families made a pledge for the very first
time this year. Quite frankly, every one | know has said that this has been the
most successful stewardship campaign that they can remember in this parish.
Thank you Jimmy Harrison... thank you Jimmy Harrison.

Because of this successful stewardship campaign, it is my pleasure to share
with you that our finance committee is presenting a balanced budget at our
parish meeting today — the first balanced budget presented in four years.
Folks, you have much to be proud about.

Theologically, Advent and Christmas aren’t just seasons, they are ever-
present realities. Christ is coming. Christ is born in us. Christ will come
again. It is our task to prepare and be ready for Christ who comes.

We have preparation to do. There is more work to be done. We have more
work to do among homebound members. We have more work to do with
our youth. We have more outreach to do: we are hopeful and preparing.

How might our Christian community live so as to be ready for the coming
of Christ at Christmas? We must continually ask ourselves, Are we sharing in
grace? Are we mutually generous? Are we welcoming the stranger as Christ?
Do we acknowledge God's good work in one another? Do we hold one an-
other in our hearts? Are we loose enough around the edges that others can
come along side?

This is the season of waiting, of expectation, and of hoping. This is the
season to remember that God is not finished with us. God is not finished
with the church. God is not finished with the world. God will bring to com-
pletion all that has begun. Advent is the season to wait with grateful hope.
The God who has come, promises to come in greater completeness.

Friends, God's redemptive work is underway in and with us. And from
where 1 sit, that's good news.

May Christ continue to be born in our lives and in our parish as we em-
bark upon the adventure another year together. Amen.

8_1--

2008 OFFERING ENVELOPES

If you have not yet picked up your new offer-
ing envelopes, please be sure to get them
from The Commons. Because your envelope
number changes each year, it is very impor-
tant that you start using your new envelopes
the first Sunday in January and recycle any
remaining 2007 envelopes! If you need to
complete a 2007 pledge in 2008, use the 2008
envelope number and write “2007” in the
memo line of your check.

OFFICE VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

We are in need of more office volunteers,
Volunteers are needed mostly in the morn-
ings from 9:00 a.m. - Noon. Exceptions are
during staff vacation or illness, major holi-
days and during year-end financial closings,
when volunteers are asked to work longer
hours or take 1/2 day shifts. The duties for
volunteers revolve around answering the
phones and the door, sending out notices in
the mail, stuffing inserts into bulletins, mak-
ing phone calls to parishioners and if you
have computer skills, sometimes typing vari-
ous projects. Many days are quiet and require
only answering the phone and door, others
are hectic and will keep you busy all morn-
ing. If you would like to volunteer, either on
a regular basis or on an as needed basis,
please contact our volunteer coordinator,
Norma Greer at 664-5220.

SPECIAL THANKS ToO...

..Norma Greer, Evelyn Kipp, Debbie Torstrick, Angela Williams, Florence
Livelli, Karlie Head, & Peggy Bogard for helping in the office.

...George Plumb and Peggy Bogard for assembling the Parish Life.

...Tommy Rhoads for installing the more lights in the altar.

..Lyn Wheeler, Sabrina Sparks and Roxane Rhoads for organizing the Angel
Tree and all who “adopted” an Angel.

...Linda Dugger, Donna Boren, A. J. Boren, Diane Bradford for preparing and
serving a wonderful dinner at the St. Nicholas Celebration. And thanks to our
resident “Saint Nicholas!”

...Nathan and Johnathan Kendrick for planning the Christmas decorations.
..Sean Ferrell, Kiezha Ferrell, Cian Ferrell, Mary Anne Barbour, Lee Sparks,
Sabrina Sparks, Alexis Wehn, Gerry Holt, Andrea Alexander for passing out
cookies at the Christmas parade; Kiezha Ferrell, Liz Garrard and Katy Robinson
for helping wrap cookies and to all who provided cookies.

FROM THE PARISH OFFICE
If you are not receiving “Church News,”
the diocesan newspaper, and would like to be
added to their mailing list, please contact the
Parish Office at 424-0556.

The deadline for the January “Parish Life”
is January 20th.

BAPTISM DATES AHEAD...

The Book of Common Prayer recom-
mends five dates for Baptisms... The Great
Vigil of Easter, Pentecost Sunday, All Saints’
Day, The Baptism of Jesus, and when the
Bishop visits. Other dates may be scheduled,
but these dates bear special significance to
Baptism on our calendar. The next service
that will include Holy Baptisms will be the
first Sunday after the Epiphany, January 13,
2008. Please contact the Parish Office if you
have someone to be Baptized.
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IRS GUIDELINES FOR
MONETARY CHARITABLE
DONATIONS

Please do not file your 2007 tax return
until you receive your Statement of Contri-
butions from the parish office. The IRS has
very specific guidelines to charitable dona-
tions. To assist you in filing your tax re-
turn, we have gathered the following infor-
mation from the IRS. For more specific
information, please go to their website at
WWW.irs.gov.

money, a taxpayer must have a bank record
or a written communication from the char-
ity showing the name of the charity and the
date and amount of the contribution. A
bank record includes canceled checks, bank
or credit union statements and credit card
statements. Bank or credit union state-
ments should show the name of the charity
and the date and amount paid. Credit card
statements should show the name of the
charity and the transaction posting date.

Donations of money include those made
in cash or by check, electronic funds trans-
fer, credit card, and payroll deduction. For
payroll deductions, the taxpayer should
retain a pay stub, Form W-2 wage state-
ment or other document furnished by the
employer showing the total amount with-
held for charity, along with the pledge card
showing the name of the charity.

Prior law allowed taxpayers to back up
their donations of money with personal
bank registers, diaries or notes made
around the time of the donation. Those
types of records are no longer sufficient.
This provision applies to contributions
made in taxable years beginning after Aug.
17, 2006. For taxpayers that file returns on
a calendar-year basis, including most indi-
viduals, the new provision applies to con-
tributions made beginning in 2007.

The law does not change the prior-law
requirement that a taxpayer get an ac-
knowledgement from a charity for each
deductible donation (either money or prop-
erty) of $250 or more. However, one state-
ment containing all of the required infor-
mation may meet the requirements of both
provisions.

THE FEAST OF LIGHTS

SUNDAY, JAN. 6 AT 5:00 P.M.

It always seems that The Feast of Lights is just around the corner, just around
the corner of a brand new year.............. yet, it is one of the oldest traditions in
St. Luke's Church, at least 50 years old....Robes, wings, halos, shepherd's
crooks, the manger.... all so old......yet with the candlelight, all so new. The
nave of the church will be filled with winged children and robed youth...we
always expect to see and hear camels and sheep.....because YOU come as the
sheep...to be part of our fold. BRING your family members of all ages again
this year.

THE SYMPATHY OF THE PARISH IS EXTENDED TO...
...Sondra Bruno for the loss of her grandfather, Herbert Schreiner.

“To deduct any charitable donation of ||&=

'] )

s TR

Above: The masses at the Nov. 30 Holy Grounds. Below: (I-r) The Dirt Pilgrims at Holy Grounds Coffee
House, Emma McLean at Children’s Church, and Children Gathered at Children’s Church.

HOLD A PIECE OF SAINT LUKE'S HISTORY
OWN A CoMMEMORATIVE BRick!

You can have a piece of Saint Luke’s
history in your own home! There are a
few remaining bricks salvaged from
Saint Luke’s original nave that have

been cleaned and labeled like the one
shown. The brass nameplate reads,
“St. Luke’s Episcopal Church 1845-
2003 as these bricks were a part of
the building during those years.

This is a great reminder of our past and emergence from the tornado’s
devastation. If you would like to have one, sign the sheet on the bulletin
board in the hallway or call the church office. When your brick is available,
you will be notified by the church office. If you live out of town, we can
make arrangements for it to be sent to you. In return we ask that you make
a contribution to the Building Fund and suggest a donation of at least $25.
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MEET OUR NEWEST VESTRY MEMBERS

On Sunday, December 16, 2007, four new Vestry members were
elected at the Annual Parish Meeting. Here are brief introductions to
these people who we've lifted up to leadership in our parish's life:

Andrea Alexander - Andrea is employed at Jackson Madison County
General Hospital as a surgical nurse. She has lived in Jackson for 37
years with 20+ years at St. Luke’s. Her parish involvement has included,
ECW, RIFA Soup Kitchen, and Wednesday morning Bible Study. Her
civic involvement has included being an American Red Cross volunteer
and Relay for Life. Andrea’s hobbies are travel and reading.

Karlie Head - Karlie is married to Tom Head with two children, Tho-
mas and Carol Ann. She is an RN, but is currently not working outside
the home. She has lived in Jackson 6 1/2 years with 5 years at St. Luke’s.
Her parish involvement has included choir, coffee house art display co-
ordination, calendar party (table decorating and waitressing). Her civic
involvement has included President of Jackson Art association, Cotillion
Club, Festival Singers, USJ Theatre Productions, USJ Fine Arts Guild
Secretary, and USJ Academic Support Group member. Karlie’'s hobbies
are music and visual art.

Lee Sparks - Lee is married to Sabrina Sparks with one daughter,
Alexis. He is self-employed as an attorney. He has lived in Jackson 5
years with 5 years at St. Luke’s. His parish involvement has included
EYC leader, current chairman of the Parish Youth Committee and lim-
ited involvement with the rebuilding committee. His civic involvement
has included being an active member of the LANA organization (heading
Neighbors Helping Neighbors program), Jackson-Madison County Bar
Association (Young Lawyer Division), and the Founding Chapter Officer
of the Jackson Chapter of the Tennessee Trails Association. Lee’s hob-
bies are reading, hiking, yoga and cooking.

Kevin Youngberg - Kevin is married to Angela Youngberg with two
children Eric James and Collin Scott. He is employed with Allen, Kopet
& Associates, PLLC as an attorney. He has lived in Jackson 13 years with
5 years at St. Luke’s. His parish involvement includes being a new choir
member. His civic involvement has included being a member of the Ro-
tary Club of Jackson, Member of St. John’s Lodge #332 F. & AM,,
member of the Scottish Rite of Freemasonry, past president and past
director of Steeplechase Homeowner's Association, former local Assis-
tant District Attorney, former Senior Judicial Law clerk for the Honor-
able Alan E. Highers, Tennessee court of Appeals (drafting of appellate
legal opinions) and as an Eagle Scout in the Boy Scouts of America.
Kevin's hobbies are spending quality time with family, home improve-
ment projects and frequent involvement with child’s activities (including
tennis and karate lessons).

THE LECTIONARY: YEAR A

Jan. 6, The Epiphany
Isaiah 60:1-6 » Psalm 72:1-7,10-14 «
Ephesians 3:1-12 « Matthew 2:1-12
Jan. 13, First Sunday after the Epiphany
Isaiah 42:1-9 » Psalm 29 «
Acts 10:34-43 « Matthew 3:13-17

Jan. 20, Second Sunay after the Epiphany
Isaiah 49:1-7 « Psalm 40:1-12 «
1 Corinthians 1:1-9 « John 1:29-42
Jan. 27, Third Sunday after the Epiphany
Isaiah 9:1-4 « Psalm 27:1,5-13 «
1 Corinthians 1:10-18 « Matthew 4:12-23

ARTISTS NEEDED
We are looking for artists to display works in
conjunction with Holy Grounds Coffee
House each month. If you are interest or
know someone who might be, please call Kar-
lie Head at 664-3516.

THANK YOU
Many thanks to all who helped to make
Christmas a little brighter for the parish staff.
Your greetings and generosity, as always, is
appreciated.

JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES

ALTAR FLOWERS & CANDLES

It's time to sign-up for altar flowers and altar candles for 2008. Altar flow-
ers are given for Sundays and special services by someone in memory of or
in thanksgiving for someone or a special occasion. Please sign up on the bul-
letin board by the elevator. You will receive a reminder in the mail and you
can call the florist of your choice and make arrangements for the flowers and
payment, then call the church to give us the wording for the bulletin. Altar
candles are donated by the month by signing up and sending the church $20
and the wording for The Parish Life. If you have any questions, call the parish
office at 731-424-0556.

January 12 Phil & Peggy Bogard

January 13 Reece & Stella Spitzer

January 16 Jim & Pat Craig

]ANUARY BIRTHDAYS

January 2 Charles Bell
January 2 Harry Kemp
January 4 Fred McClellan
January 8 Gary Wood
January 10 Johnathan Kendrick
January 12 Kiezha Ferrell
January 15 Albert Stone
January 17 Alicia Hazlehurst
January 21 Van Harlan
January 23 Greg Robins
January 24 Gerald Holt
January 24 Luke Mullens
January 24 Lee Sparks
January 26 Sean Ferrell
January 26 Anne Garrard
January 26 Marley Wake
January 27 Glenda Ford
January 27 Nathan Kendrick
January 27 Carlton Lowery
January 27 Angela Williams
January 28 Cindy Kost
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Please let us know one of the three
following options:

= Shift me to online delivery only.

= I’d like to receive the monthly
paper version of The Parish Life only

= 1I'd like to receive both the paper
and online versions of The Parish Life




