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Believe it or not it is stewardship 
season again already. A great deal 
of time and energy has been put 

into planning a stewardship campaign that I think you will 
appreciate, and will help us become even greater stewards of 
the good gifts that God gives to us. This year’s campaign is 
entitled “The 100% club.”  
 

   First, we’ve made it our goal to have 90% of St. Luke’s po-
tential pledging units make a pledge. “Pledging unit” is a term 
that refers to a family, a single person, or other individual 

that gives to Saint and makes a pledge to give. What is a pledge you ask? A 
pledge is a commitment to give a certain amount of money each year to 
help St. Luke’s grow in ministry and mission. Our open-door welcome and 
hospitality at St. Luke’s says, “You are welcome here.” Your annual pledge 
helps us extend that welcome. And that pledge tells us, “I’m part of this 
community, and I want to show that this church is important to me.”  

 

   Currently 45% of St. Luke’s potential pledging 
units (families, singles, or individuals) make a 
pledge. An additional 22% of potential pledging 
units give, but don’t tell us how much they are 
going to give. The final 33% of the congregation 
(a third) are not giving right now. No matter 
which category you fit in, our hope is to have 90% 
of our overall parish family give and tell us you are 
going to do so by filling out a pledge card. 
 

   The second focus of our campaign is the 10 percent. (90% + 10% = 
100%... you get it.) This part of the campaign is directed to all who pres-
ently give to Saint Luke’s. We’re asking that every giver increase their giving 
by 10%. If you are currently giving $3000 per year to St. Luke’s, that’s $250 
per month. Increasing your pledge by 10% makes it $3300 per year, or $275 
- a mere $25 per month increase. And we ask that you tell us you are going 
to do so by filling out a pledge card. Why are we asking this for this in-
crease? Many givers continue to give what they’ve always given. However, 
our present situation is what it’s always been. Over the last 3-4 years our 
budget became somewhat anemic in the wake of the difficulties that this 
parish has faced. It isn’t difficult to see that the general cost of living has 
gone up in almost every area of life. This is true for your church as well.  
 

   And so as a part of this year’s campaign, we have created a stewardship 
budget that projects our costs for next year and focuses our energy for mis-
sion and ministry. We have set ministry goals, around which our budget has 
been created and stewardship campaign designed. Our hope is to identify 
where we need to be and go there. Our design is to be proactive rather than 
reactive in our budgeting. This is a forward looking, faith-filled budget, and 
a definite step in the right direction. I pray that we each will step up to the 
plate with our giving in support of this ministry and mission.   
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 ARTISTS NEEDED 
We are looking for artists to display works in 
conjunction with Holy Grounds Coffee 
House each month. If you are interest or 
know someone who might be, please call 
Karlie Head at 664-3516. 

PLEASE NOTE…. 
 

The Vestry will meet Monday, September 
17th, at 5:30 p.m. in the library. 

THE SEPTEMBER ALTAR CANDLES  
are given by Anna Barry in thanksgiv‐

ing for all of her friends. 

DO YOU LIKE TO NEEDLEPOINT? 
 

   We are looking for people who are inter-
ested in doing needlepoint work for the 
church. If you are interested, please call Susan 
Francisco at 731-664-9049. 

   The wonderful news is that I believe we have turned a serious corner in 
these past few months. Our non-pledging contributions are considerably 
more healthy this year than they have been the last two or three. I attribute 
this to the addition of new families, to the return of some others, and a gen-
eralized feeling of enthusiasm experienced across the board.  
 

   After ten short months with you, I can say without a doubt that we are a 
congregation experiencing resurrection. Our health and vitality is strong. Our 
anxiety level is extremely low. Our energy level for the work before us is 
high. I see this on Sunday mornings, Wednesday evenings, and throughout 
the week. I hear it more and more from visitors. We are moving faithfully 
forward together in the Risen Lord Jesus Christ, experiencing Resurrection. 
It is this energetic, non-anxious vitality that is helping us walk forward to-
gether toward the re-vitalization of this parish, and is making us an attractive 
place to those who are “Episcopalians who just don’t know it yet,” or those 
who just haven’t yet joined us.  
 

   Our Stewardship season will kick off with the Parish Picnic at Conger Park 
(formerly Highland Park). At this time you will receive a pledge card and an 
overview of the 100% Club. We will begin receiving weekly ingatherings of 
pledge cards September 23. These weekly pledge card ingatherings will con-
tinue until a final ingathering on October 28. Per ancient Saint Luke’s tradi-
tion, we will have an alms basin on the altar in which you will be able to 
place your pledge card before each Sunday service. And we will let you know 
our progress toward our stewardship goals each week.  
 

   We are being very specific this year in this stewardship campaign, asking 
you search your soul. It is a profound statement that we make each week at 
Saint Luke’s altar. “All things come of Thee, O Lord, and of thine own have 
we given Thee.” I believe that you can take this sort of direct appeal because 
you are grown-ups, or because you are growing up. I pray that you and your 
family will prayerfully make a decision to make a pledge this year. 

 

Many Blessings to you and yours, 

FROM YOUR RECTOR…               continued from Page 1  

SPECIAL THANKS TO… 
...Norma Greer, Evelyn Kipp, Carol Thompson, Debbie Torstrick, George 
Plumb, Angela Williams, Bruce Hamilton, Jane Wolfe, Sue Long, Liz Garrard, 
Dolores Moore & Peggy Bogard for helping in the office. 
...George Plumb for assembling and mailing the August issue of The Parish Life . 
...Tom DeWitt, Chris Wheeler, Jeff Beard, Jim Spruill, Steve Daniels, Tommy 
Rhoads, Greg Kost, and Ron Canter for maintaining the lawn. 

HOLD THE DATE 
Sunday, September 9 will be our annual Par-
ish Picnic, which will be held following the 
10:30 service at Conger Park (formerly High-
land Park). You are invited to bring a side 
dish or a dessert and we will provide the 
meat. This event is also our kickoff for our 
annual stewardship campaign. The tradition is 
to dress casually for the service. Also this 
Sunday will be rally day - the signup and kick-
off for  Christian Education. Please join us!  

NEW WEB ADDRESS! 
Saint Luke’s has a brand new address on the 
world wide web - www.estlukes.org. Also, 
the website has had much recent updating. So 
take a few minutes and look around.  

THE PARISH OFFICE  
WILL BE CLOSED MONDAY,  

SEPTEMBER 3RD, IN  
OBSERVANCE OF LABOR DAY! 

MANY THANKS! 
Special thanks to every one who provided ex-
tra help in the office, to Aud Hazlehurst for a 
wonderful dinner, and for all your care and 
concern (and the laughs!) following my acci-
dent. I am slowly healing and still not comfort-
able, but at least I’m able to work now.   
    Trudy THE 100% CLUB 

  by Jimmy Harrison 
 

   At our Annual Picnic (September 9th) we will unfold our 2008 Steward-
ship Campaign in detail.  
   The short version is this - we are asking every member of the parish to 
begin to pledge. *(Over half of our family do not pledge and a third do not 
give.) We are also asking all who already give to increase their giving by 10% 
and tell us you are doing so by filling out a pledge card.    
   As you consider what our Lord and St. Luke’s have done for you, please 
pray about what you can do to return the blessings. 

* Our goal is to have 90% of our parishioners pledging. 
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BAPTISM DATES AHEAD… 

   The Book of Common Prayer recom-
mends five dates for Baptisms… The Great 
Vigil of Easter, Pentecost Sunday, All Saints’ 
Day, The Baptism of Jesus, and when the 
Bishop visits. Other dates may be scheduled, 
but these dates bear special significance to 
Baptism on our calendar. The next service 
that will include Holy Baptisms will be Sun-
day November 4th. Please contact the Parish 
Office if you have someone to be Baptized. 

FROM THE PARISH OFFICE 
   If you are not receiving “Church News,” 
the diocesan newspaper, and would like to be 
added to their mailing list, please contact the 
Parish Office at 424-0556. 
 

   The deadline for the September “Parish 
Life” is September 20th. Articles should be 
turned in no later than that date. 

IN RESPONSE TO GOD’S GRACE 
AS OF JULY 31, 2007 

 Pledged To Budget 2007 ........ $266,000.00 
 Needed Year-to-Date................ 155,166.65 
 Received Year-to-Date.............. 144,422.60 
 Income Surplus (Deficit) ........... (10,744.05) 
 Needed Monthly .......................... 22,166.67 
 

Please make every effort to keep your pledges 
current throughout the year. 

OFFICE VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

 

We are in need of more office volunteers, 
especially during the summer months as staff 
and volunteers are vacationing and as special 
events and tasks arise that require more 
hands or more time to complete. Volunteers 
are needed mostly in the mornings from 
9:00a.m. - Noon. Exceptions are during staff 
vacation or illness, major holidays and during 
year-end financial closings, when volunteers 
are asked to work longer hours or take 1/2 
day shifts. The duties for volunteers revolve 
around answering the phones and the door, 
sending out notices in the mail, stuffing in-
serts into bulletins, making phone calls to 
parishioners and if you have computer skills, 
sometimes typing various projects. Many 
days are quiet and require only answering the 
phone and door, others are hectic and will 
keep you busy all morning. If you would like 
to volunteer, either on a regular basis or on 
an as needed basis, please contact our volun-
teer coordinator, Norma Greer at 664-5220.      

 
 
 
 
 

SAFEGUARDING GOD’S CHILDREN 
   by Trudy Lovell 
 

   “Safeguarding God’s Children,” sexual miscon-
duct prevention training, is mandatory for all em-
ployees of diocesan churches, schools and other 
programs, as well as volunteers who work with 
children and youth. This training must be repeated 
every 5 years. The diocesan staff has scheduled a 
training session at St. Luke’s on Thurs., Oct. 4th, 
6-8:30 p.m. If you work with the children and/or 
youth and haven’t had this training, or if you had 
it more than 5 years ago, please mark your calen-
dars for this required training session. Light re-
freshments will be served and participants may bring a bag meal if desired.    

 

    There are other sessions scheduled in Memphis if you are unable to attend. 
Please call the parish office at 424-0556 for a schedule of other training dates. 

 

RALLY DAY—SEPTEMER 9TH 
  by Mary Beth Seltzer 

 
 

   Rally Day is Sunday, September 9th.  This year’s celebration is a triple 
whammy! Our fall Christian Education classes begin at 9:15 a.m. Sign up the 
whole family for the adventure of learning and sharing. Parents, you can reg-
ister your children and then go right on to the Upper Room class for adults. 
All our Christian Education classes are on the second floor. 

 

   The next part of our celebration is the Annual Parish Picnic following the 
10:30 a.m. service at Conger Park (formerly Highland Park). Please bring a 
side dish or dessert and the church will provide the meat and beverages. Part 
of our tradition is to dress casually for church so we’re ready to enjoy the 
park. 

 

   The third whammy is that exciting plans for our 2008 Stewardship Cam-
paign will be revealed at our picnic. So, prepare your side dish or dessert, 
bring your lawn chairs, and join us for a day of worship and fellowship to-
gether as St. Luke’s family. See you September 9th! 

GOOD STEWARDS OF GOD’S CREATION 
  by Tommy Rhoads 
   Over the past three months members and friends of Saint Luke’s have col-
lected and returned over 13,000 pounds of paper at Southeast Recycled Fi-
ber! This is a phenomenal amount of paper.  
   Recently, we have been collecting paper in Gerry Holt’s van on the last 
Sunday of the month and driving it over to Southeast’s facility for you. The 
last Sunday in August the van was full to the gills, and the paper weighed 
over 1,300 pounds. So we’ve recycled about 10 of Gerry’s vans full of paper.  
   Just imagine how much space 10 of Gerry’s vans would take up at the 
Madison County landfill. That’s how much paper we have saved! Good 
work; let's keep it up.  
   Gerry has agreed to loan his van every last Sunday of the month, so if you 
would rather bring your paper to church instead of taking it to Southeast 
yourself, bring it on the last Sunday of each month. We’ll park the van in the 
alley on the north side of the church until noon. You can bring any kind of 
paper, cardboard, magazines, newspapers, or boxes. The items don’t even 
need to be sorted. Thank you for being good stewards of God’s creation! 
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SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 
September 7  Irvin & Mary Rainey 
September 13  Bob & Fran Beare 
September 13  Gus & Ann Middleton 
September 18  Jimmy & Loni Harris 
September 30  Russell & Kim Wright 

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

September 2 Nic Dugger 
September 2 Blaine Humphrey 
September 3 Pat Craig 
September 4 Colby Chalk 
September 4 Grace Granberry 
September 5 Brennan Torstrick 
September 6 Tyler Bruno 
September 5 Jerry Gilbert 
September 8 Debbie Torstrick 
September 9 Jerry Griffith 
September 9 Harriet Ross 
September 11 Jonah Spitzer 
September 12 Andrea Alexander 
September 14 Jimmy Craig 
September 15 Peggy Shawhan 
September 16 William Easley 
September 18 Jeanne Jones 
September 19 John Godbold 
September 20 Dera Ashby 
September 20 Geoff Grigg 
September 21 Sean DeWitt 
September 24 G. G. Bray 
September 28 John Garrard 
September 29 Jonathan Harlan 
September 29 Patrick Williams 
September 30 Patricia Booher 

THE WEDNESDAY SERVICE? 
   by The Reverend Sean Ferrell 
 

   Each of our three celebrations of Holy Eucharist each week has its own 
character. This is especially true of both of our Sunday morning services. The 
8 a.m. service is a quiet, spoken Rite I service with a solid group of about 30 
persons who gather each Sunday. The 10:30 a.m. is a choral Rite II with a 
broader smattering of people. Both groups have a significant number of visi-
tors. The service I’ve come to see as least well defined is our Wednesday Ser-
vice. I felt it was time to revisit this service and a small group of us gathered 
in early August to discuss it. Input was given from all across the spectrum 
about what we might do. Here’s what we’ve come up with. 

 

   First, it was suggested that we try a new time of 5:30 p.m. instead of 5:15. 
There are some who have suggested that its difficult to get from their offices 
to the church by 5:15, the service time having been set a generation ago when 
more folks worked downtown. So we’ve decided to move the service time to 
5:30 on a trial basis beginning September 5. You’ll recall that our signs on the 
outside of the building say 5:15. This moving the service time is on a trial ba-
sis to ascertain if we will gain greater attendance. If we do see greater atten-
dance we will take spend the time and money to change our signage. We will 
review our findings in December. If not, we will return the service to 5:15. 

 

   Next, we will work to make this a 30-35 minute service. There was an ex-
plicit request from the group that this service be brief. As a result, we will use 
a short form of the prayers, I’ll occasionally use the biographies from Lesser 
Feasts and Fasts in place of a sermon, and we won’t always exercise all of the 
options to keep the service at an appropriate length. 

 

   In addition to the Rite II Eucharistic Prayers (A, B, 
C, and D), Bishop consenting, we will begin to use 
the three Eucharistic Prayers from “Enriching Our 
Worship” (EOW). These are the supplemental liturgi-
cal materials commissioned by the General Conven-
tion, which have been in trial use in the Episcopal 
Church for the last 17 years or so. These Eucharistic 
prayers that compliment the 1979 Prayer Book’s four 
Rite II Eucharistic Prayers. Some distant day when 
the Book of Common Prayer is revised once again, 
(there seems to be no desire to do that in the near 
term by the way), these three Eucharistic Prayers will 
be proposed additions to Rite II, making seven options in Rite II rather than 
the current four. My hope is that Wednesday will offer a window in the direc-
tion the church is headed liturgically.  

 

   Finally, because this service is an intimate gathering, we’ll gather around the 
table during the Eucharistic Prayer. Many of those convened for the discus-
sion of the service pointed to gathering around the table celebrating the 
Eucharist together as a meaningful and important piece of their experience. 

 

   Please understand that I’m under no illusions that this service will be some-
thing that will resonate with the liturgical and spiritual proclivities of everyone 
at Saint Luke’s. For some, this will be an exciting opportunity. Others I am 
sure, are thinking to yourself, “Well why in the world are they doing that?” 
My best response is to say come and see. If it works for you, great! If not, 
that’s okay too. We’re also entertaining adding an additional service of sung 
Evening Prayer (not choral Evensong) and Compline on a different evening 
of the week during the holy seasons for the sake of bolstering our options. 
We will certainly let you know. 

ECW NEWS… 
 

   St. Luke’s will host the West Tennessee 
ECW annual meeting on September 15th, 
beginning at 10:30 a.m. The cost is $12. 
Please call Lyn Wheeler for reservations at 
731-343-2150. 
 

   The St. Luke’s ECW will have a wine and 
hors d’oeuvres get together at the home of 
Gail Spruill on September 23 from 5-7 p.m.  
Please bring an hors d’oeuvres. 

WEDNESDAY MORNING  
BIBLE STUDY 

 

   The Wednesday morning Bible study led 
by the Rev. Dr. Brady Whitehead will resume 
Wednesday, September 5th at 10:00 a.m. in 
the St. Luke’s Library.  Please make plans to 
attend this delightful and meaningful study. 
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THE LECTIONARY: YEAR C 

 

September 2, 14th Sunday after Pentecost 
Ecclesiastes 10:12-18 • Psalm 112  
Hebrews 13:1-8 • Luke 14:1,7-14 

 

September 9, 15th Sunday after Pentecost 
Deuteronomy 30:15-20 • Psalm 1 •  

Philemon 1-20 • Luke 14:25-33 
 

September 16, 16th Sunday after Pentecost 
Exodus 32:1,7-14 • Psalm 51 •  

1 Timothy 1:12-17 • Luke 15:1-10 
 

September 23, 17th Sunday after Pentecost 
Amos 8:4-7(8-12) • Psalm 138 •  
1 Timothy 2:1-8 • Luke 16:1-13 

 

September 30, 18th Sunday after Pentecost 
Amos 6:1-7 • Psalm 146 •  

1 Timothy 6:19-31 • Luke 16:19-31 

RIFA SNACK‐BACK‐PACK 
SEPTEMBER NEEDS 

 

The RIFA Snack-Back-Pack provides 193 
needy children with nutritional, kid-friendly 
food during the weekend. The back packs 
are assembled at RIFA and picked up by the 
guidance counselors from eight different 
elementary schools. Please check the list be-
low and pick up some of these items as you 
do your shopping. 

Breakfast bars, Ravioli 
Canned mixed veggies, Hot cocoa 
Microwave popcorn, Fruit cocktail 

 

   Please bring your items to the church and 
place them on the table outside the Library.  
If you have any questions, please contact the 
parish office at 424-0556. 

SAINT LUKE’S SUNDAY CONCERTS    
   by Larry Greer 
 

   The next concert will feature ‘Southern Harmony (the ‘ is intentional).  This 
group is a quartet of friends who met in the early 80’s in the Concert Choir 
of Birmingham Southern. In 1994, Thomas Waters, a State Farm agent in 
Birmingham gathered three friends to form the group. He is the group’s 
bass. On lead is Kyle Bass, an analyst and programmer for Blue Cross. Bari-
tone is Daniel Potts, a neurologist in Tuscaloosa. Last, but certainly not least, 
is our own Tom Head, also a neurologist who practices here in Jackson, who 
sings tenor with the group. The group has developed an eclectic repertoire 
of a capella music including classical, gospel and barbershop. Plan now to 
attend another outstanding event at St. Luke’s on October 7. This concert 
will be in the nave, and a reception will follow. 

MUSIC NOTES 
   by Larry Greer 

 

   Tom Head has volunteered to assist in directing the choir during my ill-
ness and limited ability, making it possible for me to continue playing for 
Sunday services. This is truly a Godsend. Tom brings years of experience.  
He directed choirs during his college and early medical school years. It goes 
without saying “two Heads are better than one”. We have been blessed with 
Karlie and Carol Ann in the choir. To have a third Head is simply phenome-
nal.  Please welcome and thank Tom. 

 

   Our weekly “help wanted” ads 
are apparently falling on deaf ears. 
This is a great time to join the 
choir. Auditions are not neces-
sary. Music reading skills are not 
necessary but helpful. The choir is 
a great community. We work hard 
but have fun, and when we play, 
we play hard. Rehearsals are on 
Wednesdays from 7 to 8:30 p.m. 
and on Sundays at 10:00 a.m. We have a terrifically committed group of 
singers, but we need a few more voices so that when there are absences, it 
does not create a great void. You are welcome to a trial period. If you’d like 
to simply sit in on a rehearsal to check it out, simply join us some Wednes-
day at 7 to see what we do. For more information, contact Larry Greer at 
668-5058 or larrygreer@aeneas.net. If you know of someone who might be 
interested, please let me know, and we will begin the pursuit. 

INAUGURAL CONCERT A SUCCESS 
by Larry Greer 
 

   The kickoff for the Saint Luke’s Sunday Concert series was welcomed by 
about 150 people who braved the afternoon heat to hear a masterful joint 
concert by Catherine Greer, soprano, and Brendan White, piano, on Sunday, 
August 12. The varied program included piano works by Haydn, Beethoven, 
and Chopin and vocal selections from Broadway musicals and favorite opera 
arias. A festive mood was evident during intermission, and the grand event 
ended with a reception in the Commons. Thanks go to Brendan and Cath-
erine for giving their time and talent and to Lynn White, Johnathan Ken-
drick, and Sue Long for their significant contributions to this event. 

THE ALTAR GUILD IS  
GROWING 

 

   The Altar Guild is please to welcome six 
new members to its ranks:  Sabrina Sparks, 
Jan Hamilton, Jimmy White, Melody White 
and Cindy Kost. They have already begun 
their training and are ready to serve in their 
new ministry. If you think you might be in-
terested in Altar Guild work, please call Sue 
Daniels at 664-6850. 

Choir members at the Choir party on July 1. 
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Please let us know one of the three  
following options: 
 

•  Shift me to online delivery only. 
 

•  I’d like to receive the monthly  
    paper version of The Parish Life only 
 

•  I’d like to receive both the paper   
    and online versions of The Parish Life 


