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Ron Canter, Tom DeWitt, John Garrard,  
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Chris Wheeler 

  Saint Luke’s is now one hundred 
seventy five years old. We have 
chosen to celebrate this event in 

the fall. (Lord knows it’s hard to compete with the summer-
time vacations of Episcopalians!) So I am pleased to an-
nounce that on Wednesday, October 3, we will celebrate our 
175th anniversary as a congregation with Bishop Johnson, 
first with a service at 5:30, then with a catered dinner, and a 
silent auction of relics and artifacts from the re-construction 
of our nave. In addition, we will have a special speaker, and 

as soon as I am able to confirm with them, I will announce the person who 
will be with us. This will be a joy-filled celebration, not only of our past, but 
of our bright future as a congregation. I pray that you will plan to be with 
us.  

 

   As I mentioned in my sermon on July 22, the scriptures are full of stories 
of God calling ordinary people and using them to do extraordinary things, 
and even in difficult times. Back in 1832 at the time of our founding, the 
Episcopal Church was finally coming into its own. Because of the legacy of 
the Revolutionary war for independence from England, the new Episcopal 
Church (formerly the Church of England in the colonies) grew quite slowly 
from the years 1789 (at its founding) to 1811. In those first decades after 
1789, the future looked bleak to many Episcopalians. Disestablishment had 
taken the revenues of the church in the colonies where it had been estab-
lished, evangelical denominations took away many of its poorer members, 
Deism had disaffected many, and death had taken away many who re-
mained faithful. After 1811, history speaks of the Second Great Awakening 
when religious revival spread throughout the United States. A missional 
push was finally underway in the Episcopal Church. 

 

   The Episcopal Church revival ran from the 1811 until the 1840s. During 
this period, for example, the Diocese of New York, encompassing the 
whole state, grew from 25 clergy, 40 congregations, and 2,300 communi-
cants to 133 clergy, 165 congregations, and 6,700 under the supervision of 
Bishop John Henry Hobart during this period.  

 

   It wasn’t until the 1820s that the Episcopal Church came to Tennessee. 
In July of 1829, Bishop John Ravenscroft of North Carolina came to Nash-
ville for an organizational meeting that started laying plans for an Episcopal 
diocese in Tennessee. The meeting consisted of Bishop Ravenscroft, three 
clergymen, and six lay delegates. A constitution and canons were adopted, 
and 4 congregations were recognized as part of the newly formed diocese: 
Christ Church, Nashville; St. Peter’s, Columbia; St. Paul’s, Franklin; and St. 
John’s, Knoxville.  

 

   In 1832, Mrs. Mary Hayes Willis Gloster was an ordinary widow and 
grandmother, who at 52 years of age decided there needed to be Episcopal 
Churches in West Tennessee, not just in Middle and East Tennessee. And 
so she took it upon herself to ride on horseback to Franklin to see Fr. Otey, 
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 ARTISTS NEEDED 
We are looking for artists to display works in 
conjunction with Holy Grounds Coffee 
House each month. If you are interest or 
know someone who might be, please call 
Karlie Head at 664-3516. 

PLEASE NOTE…. 
The Memorial Committee will meet Sun-
day, August 5, at 9:15 a.m. (between services) 
in the library. 

 

The Vestry will meet Monday, August 20, at 
5:30 p.m. in the library. 

THE AUGUST ALTAR CANDLES  
are given by G. G. & Pepper Bray  

to the glory of God in loving memory of 
Anna Bray Conder  

DO YOU LIKE TO NEEDLEPOINT? 
 

   We are looking for people who are inter-
ested in doing needlepoint work for the 
church. If you are interested, please call Susan 
Francisco at 731-664-9049. 

the chief missionary in the diocese- the man who would be 
elected the first Bishop of Tennessee a year later. She trav-
eled with a grandchild in one hand and peach brandy in the 
other as a gift for Father Otey. The peach brandy was in 
case Fr. Otey needed some extra-convincing. The infant 
grandchild was carried because she reasoned that no bandit 
would dare attack a woman with an infant. As a result, later 
that year five congregations were planted here in West Ten-
nessee. The first was Saint Luke’s, fol-

lowed by Immanuel, LaGrange, Christ Church, Brownville, 
Calvary, Memphis, and St. Paul’s in Randolph. 

 

   And so on July 23, 1832 (a decade after Madison County, 
Tennessee was organized) a small group of ordinary per-
sons “friendly” to the Episcopal faith met at the Masonic 
Hall to establish the Episcopal Church in Jackson. Finally, 
after worshipping in the Masonic Hall for 13 years, Saint 
Luke’s Parish saw a building erected in 1845. The church 
building that stood at the corner of Church and Baltimore 
streets until 2003 was completed in 1883, when the original nave was ex-
panded and a vestibule and bell tower were added. 

  

   Saint Luke’s has persevered through times of 
strength and of difficulty. In those early years, 
there were many times when Saint Luke’s simply 
had no rector. We have seen arduous times and 
glorious ones, the Civil War and then the rebuild-
ing years of the 1880s and 90s, through the Great 
Depression, and the return of the GI Generation 
after WWII, and most recently through an F4 
tornado in May of 2003 and the re-dedication of 
our nave last September. Through it all, Saint 
Luke’s has sought to bring the good news of 
God in Christ to the people of Jackson, Tennes-
see, continuing as a congregation experiencing 
resurrection even in 

the face of difficult times. Throughout our 
history, this congregation has been graced with 
ordinary people whom God has chosen to use.  
   Please take a moment and mark October 3 
on your calendar. I know it will be an occasion 
you won’t want to miss. Come and help us 
celebrate our past and our bright future. 
Many blessings to you!  

 

  

FROM YOUR RECTOR…               continued from Page 1  

Bishop Otey 

Mary H. W. Gloster 

Kiezha Ferrell, Susan Francisco, and Sabrina Wehn 
Sparks at the ECW Spring Gathering.  

Bishop Johnson observes the 
tornado damage of 05/04/03 

SPECIAL THANKS TO… 
...Norma Greer, Evelyn Kipp, Carol Thompson, Debbie Torstrick, George 
Plumb, Angela Williams, Bruce Hamilton, & Peggy Bogard for helping in the 
office. 
...George Plumb and Debbie Torstrick for assembling and mailing the July issue 
of The Parish Life . 
...Tom DeWitt, Chris Wheeler, Jeff Beard, Jim Spruill, Steve Daniels, Tommy 
Rhoads, Greg Kost, and Ron Canter for maintaining the lawn. 

HOLD THE DATE 
Sunday, September 9 will be our annual Par-
ish Picnic, which will be held following the 
10:30 service at Conger Park (formerly High-
land Park). You are invited to bring a side 
dish or a dessert and we will provide the 
meat. This event is also our kickoff for our 
annual stewardship campaign. The tradition is 
to dress casually for the service. Also this 
Sunday will be rally day - the signup and kick-
off for  Christian Education. Please join us!  

NEW WEB ADDRESS! 
Saint Luke’s has a brand new address on the 
world wide web - www.estlukes.org. Also, 
the website has had much recent updating. So 
take a few minutes and look around.  
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BAPTISM DATES AHEAD… 

   The Book of Common Prayer recom-
mends five dates for Baptisms… The Great 
Vigil of Easter, Pentecost Sunday, All Saints’ 
Day, The Baptism of Jesus, and when the 
Bishop visits. Other dates may be scheduled, 
but these dates bear special significance to 
Baptism on our calendar. The next service 
that will include Holy Baptisms will be Sun-
day August 19. Please contact the Parish Of-
fice if you have someone to be Baptized. 

FROM THE PARISH OFFICE 
   If you are not receiving “Church News,” 
the diocesan newspaper, and would like to be 
added to their mailing list, please contact the 
Parish Office at 424-0556. 
 

   The deadline for the September “Parish 
Life” is August 20th. Articles should be 
turned in no later than that date. 

IN RESPONSE TO GOD’S GRACE 
AS OF JUNE 30, 2007 

 Pledged To Budget 2007 ........ $266,000.00 
 Needed Year-to-Date................ 132,999.98 
 Received Year-to-Date.............. 121,471.60 
 Income Surplus (Deficit) ........... (11,528.38) 
 Needed Monthly .......................... 22,166.67 
 

Please make every effort to keep your pledges 
current throughout the year. 

OFFICE VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

 

We are in need of more office volunteers, 
especially during the summer months as staff 
and volunteers are vacationing and as special 
events and tasks arise that require more 
hands or more time to complete. Volunteers 
are needed mostly in the mornings from 
9:00a.m. - Noon. Exceptions are during staff 
vacation or illness, major holidays and during 
year-end financial closings, when volunteers 
are asked to work longer hours or take 1/2 
day shifts. The duties for volunteers revolve 
around answering the phones and the door, 
sending out notices in the mail, stuffing in-
serts into bulletins, making phone calls to 
parishioners and if you have computer skills, 
sometimes typing various projects. Many 
days are quiet and require only answering the 
phone and door, others are hectic and will 
keep you busy all morning. If you would like 
to volunteer, either on a regular basis or on 
an as needed basis, please contact our volun-
teer coordinator, Norma Greer at 664-5220.      

 
 
 
 
 

THE ALTAR GUILD IS GROWING! 
   by Sue Daniels 

 

   Holy Eucharist every Sunday and Wednesday, 
high feast days, baptisms, weddings - St. Luke’s is 
a happening place. And for every sacrament at 
the church, you can be sure the Altar Guild came 
in early to prepare the outward and visible signs 
of it. 
    Are you interested in Altar Guild work? Our 
commission is to be sure that everything that we 
do is done decently and in order. Join us and dis-
cover for yourself the serene rewards of handling 
holy things in a holy place. The Altar Guild is 
currently expanding to meet the growing needs 
of St. Luke’s, and we need you! 

   

What’s Involved? 
   We set up communion for Holy Eucharist on Sunday and Wednesday, plus 
any other services that are scheduled during our two-week term. There’s usu-
ally a Saturday morning set-up, when we change the altar frontal according to 
the day or season, polish brass and silver as needed, and change the can-
dles. Saturday set-up typically takes an hour and a half. Between the services 
on Sunday there is a clean-up from the 8:00 service and reset for 10:30, and 
clean-up after the last Sunday service takes 20-30 minutes. 

   We serve on teams, each team on duty for two weeks at a time. The team 
members usually split up the duties so that not everyone on the team has to 
set up for all the services. Your team will work with you so that you can 
serve when it best fits into your schedule. 

  

What if I don’t know anything about Altar Guild work? 
   Not to worry. You will receive complete training and a supportive 
team. An Altar Guild manual (complete with pictures!) will soon be available 
in the sacristy for handy reference. 

 

But I’m a guy… 
   Oh, boy, are you ever needed here! (Where’ve you been all our lives?) 

 

I’m in.  Where do I sign up? 
   Call the church office at 424-0556 or call Sue Daniels at 664-6850. 

 

SAFEGUARDING GOD’S CHILDREN 
   by Trudy Lovell 
 

   “Safeguarding God’s Children,” sexual misconduct prevention training, is 
mandatory for all employees of diocesan churches, schools and other pro-
grams, as well as volunteers who work with children and youth. This training 
must be repeated every 5 years. The diocesan staff has scheduled a training 
session at St. Luke’s on Thurs., Oct. 4th, 6:00-8:30 p.m. If you work with the 
children and/or youth and have not had this training, or if you had it more 
than 5 years ago, please mark your calendars for this training session.   

 

   There are other sessions scheduled in Memphis if you cannot attend on 
that date. They are Thurs., Aug. 2nd, 5:30-8:00 p.m. at Grace-St. Luke’s 
Church, in Memphis; Thurs. Sept. 20th, 5:30-8:00 p.m. at Church of the 
Holy Communion, in Memphis.   

 

   Light refreshments will be served and participants may bring a bag meal if 
desired. For more information contact Kim Teel at the Diocesan offices at 
901-526-0023 or at kteel@episwtn.org. 
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AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES 
August 13  Chris & Lyn Wheeler 
August 14  William & Arlene Pope 
August 18  Jonathan & Fiona Harlan 
August 21  Bruce & Jan Hamilton 
August 21  Mike & Carol Thompson 
August 26  Ricky & Donna Boren 
August 28  Jim & Gail Spruill 
  AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 

August 1 Fran Beare 
August 1 Aud Hazlehurst 
August 3 Linda Morris 
August 5 Alex Harris 
August 6 Donna Boren 
August 6 Henry Kipp 
August 7 Virginia Kemp 
August 7 Brian McCrudden 
August 8 Linda Dugger 
August 11 Tom DeWitt 
August 12 Russell Wright 
August 13 Liz Garrard 
August 13 Annette Morris 
August 14 Nell Smith 
August 17 Nikki Chalk 
August 18 Tricia Kost 
August 23 Don Howarth 
August 25 Don Orzechowski 
August 26 Anne Elizabeth Garrard 
August 26 Ben Harris 
August 27 Sondra Bruno 
August 28 John Canter 
August 28 Reece Spitzer 

ABOUT THE MILLENNIUM DEVELOPMENT GOALS 
   Every day more than 60,000 people worldwide die needlessly because food 
and basic health care is not available to them. Of those, 30,000 are children. 
That’s one child dying needlessly every three seconds. Four children have died 
preventable deaths in the time it took you to read this paragraph. 

 

   Our humanity tells us it shouldn’t be this way. An amazing coalition of de-
velopment economists, world leaders, teachers, businesspeople and many, 
many others, tell us it doesn’t have to be this way. The Gospel tells us that we 
are the ones who need to make sure it isn’t this way any longer. 

 

   In September, 2000, all the nations of the world pledged support to the Mil-
lennium Development Goals, a mutually agreed upon structure for them to 
join together and practically address the eight biggest threats to human security 
in the world today.  

 

   President George W. Bush reaffirmed the support of the United States at the 
United Nations Summit in September 2005. 

 

   Along with the Roman Catholic Church and all mainline Protestant denomi-
nations, the Episcopal Church USA has joined with the Church of England 
and committed to support the Millennium Development Goals and the “0.7% 
solution”.  For more information go to www.e4gr.org. 

MILLENNIUM DEVELOPMENT GOALS 
  A letter from Bishop Don E. Johnson, July 23, 2007 

Dear Diocesan Clergy and Lay Leaders, 
 

As you know, support of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) is one 
of the mission priorities for The Diocese of West Tennessee. 

 

   In early August, Episcopal households in West Tennessee will receive a spe-
cial edition of Episcopal Life devoted to the MDGs. I hope this information 
not only assists us in broadening our understanding of what is involved in 
reducing global poverty, but also in fulfilling our Baptismal promise to “seek 
and serve Christ in all persons” in ways that will truly make a difference in the 
lives of so many people in need. 

 

   Two key volunteers are working in our Diocese to coordinate initiatives for 
education on the MDGs and the fulfillment of the eight goals to cut extreme 
global poverty in half by 2015. Betty Johnson, a parishioner of Grace-St. 
Luke’s Church, is our Diocesan Coordinator for Episcopal Relief and Devel-
opment. Betty may be reached at bettyjohnsonbbj@aol.com. Evelyn Piety, a 
parishioner of St. Mary’s Cathedral, serves as our Diocesan Representative for 
Episcopalians for Global Reconciliation. The Diocese is developing an MDGs 
Resource and Idea Handbook which will be available at the end of August. To 
request a copy of the handbook in PDF format, please email Evelyn at epi-
ety@comcast.net. Both Evelyn and Betty are available for questions about the 
MDGs, Episcopal Relief and Development and to provide feedback on your 
congregation’s projects. 

 

   The most important thing that each one of us can do for the Millennium 
Development Goals is to pray for them. Let us join together in praying for the 
billion people who live – barely – in extreme poverty and for all those who 
work to help them. I remain 

 

Faithfully yours, 

The Rt. Rev. Don E. Johnson 
Bishop of West Tennessee 

THE MILLENNIUM DEVELOPMENT 
GOALS ARE: 

ERADICATE EXTREME POVERTY AND HUNGER 
ACHIEVE UNIVERSAL PRIMARY EDUCATION 

PROMOTE GENDER EQUALITY  
AND EMPOWER WOMEN 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REDUCE CHILD MORTALITY 
IMPROVE MATERNAL HEALTH 
COMBAT HIV/AIDS, MALARIA  

AND OTHER DISEASES 
ENSURE ENVIRONMENTAL STABILITY, AND 

PROMOTE A GLOBAL PARTNERSHIP  
FOR DEVELOPMENT. 
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THE LECTIONARY: YEAR C 

 

August 5, 10th Sunday after Pentecost 
Ecclesiastes 1:12-14;2:1-7,1118-23 • Psalm 49 • 

Colossians 3:5-17 • Luke 12:13-21 
 

August 12, 11th Sunday after Pentecost 
Genesis 15:1-6 • Psalm 33 • Hebrews 11:1-16 • 

Luke 12:32-40 
 

August 19, 12th Sunday after Pentecost 
Jeremiah 23:23-29 • Psalm 82 •  

Hebrews 12:1-14 • Luke 12:49-56 
 

August 26, 13th Sunday after Pentecost 
Isaiah 28:14-22 • Psalm 46 •  

Hebrews 12:18-19,22-29 • Luke 13:22-30 

RIFA SNACK‐BACK‐PACK 
AUGUST NEEDS 

 

The RIFA Snack-Back-Pack program pro-
vides 193 needy children with nutritional, 
kid-friendly food during the weekend. The 
back packs are assembled at RIFA and 
picked up by the guidance counselors from 
eight different elementary schools. Please 
check the list below and pick up some of 
these items as you do your grocery shopping. 

Breakfast bars 
Ravioli 

Canned fruit 
Mac & Cheese 

Sugar free Jell-o snack packs 

   Please bring your items to the church and 
place them on the table outside the Library.  
If you have any questions, please contact the 
parish office at 424-0556. 

CONGRATULATIONS 
Christopher Daniels, son of Steve and Sue 
Daniels, married Katie Rikard of Jackson in 
a civil ceremony on Monday, May 21, 
2007. They are in the process of moving 
to West Memphis, Arkansas. 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH VOLUNTEERS 
NEEDED 
  by Debbie Torstrick 

 

   Children’s Church is in great need of volunteers to teach or 
play the piano during the first half of the 10:30 a.m. Sunday 
service. This is a very rewarding ministry that usually involves 
just one Sunday per month. Please contact Debbie Torstrick at 
664-3195 if you are interested. 

RIFA NEEDS CLOTHES WITH NEW DRESS CODE 
   by Donna Vickers, RIFA Executive Director  

   School will be starting back very soon and RIFA has provided many chil-
dren with the clothing they will need for the new public school dress 
code. However, we are still very much in need of much, much more clothing 
to meet the increased demand. The dress code is for 5th-12th graders. The 
following clothing is needed in children’s and adult sizes:  

khaki, black, navy, or brown pants, shorts, skirts, or capris. 
short or long sleeved, collared shirts, button or pull over, with 
no writing, symbols or emblems larger than a business card.   

 

   If you have lightly worn clothing that fits the above description, please con-
sider donating it to RIFA. You may bring it to the loading dock at 219 N. 
Highland, Mondays- Fridays from 8:30 - 3:30. Ring the bell for an attendant. 
If your clothing is bagged, please tell the attendant that it is school clothing so 
it can be processed immediately.  

  

   We are also critically short on all sizes of men’s slacks and shoes,  and on 
larger women's sizes of clothing.  Please help spread the word. 

Emily Canter and Amy Kendrick  
at the ECW Spring Gathering.  

“EASTMAN DUO” TO LAUNCH CONCERT SERIES 
  by Larry Greer, Organist and Choirmaster 
 

   The inaugural concert for Saint Luke’s Concert Series in celebration of our 
175th anniversary will be on Sunday, August 12, at 4:00 p.m. in the Parish 
Hall. The artists will be Catherine Greer, soprano, and Brendan White, piano. 
Catherine is a 2005 graduate of Eastman School of Music. Brendan will begin 
his studies at Eastman this fall. Both are members of St. Luke’s. 
 

   The program will include varied piano and vocal repertoire. In addition to 
solo performance, Brendan will also accompany Catherine. Brendan has been 
a valuable asset to the worship of St. Luke’s as a chorister, cantor and substi-
tute organist. Catherine currently sings in the choir at the Church of the As-
cension in Knoxville, where she is working on her Master’s degree. 

 

   The concert is free and open to the public. Tell your friends and neighbors. 

HIRING A NEW NURSERY WORKER 
  by the Rev. Sean Ferrell 
 

   Bryghte Godbold has done a fabulous job taking care of our babies over the 
last 8 months. However, Bryghte is off to college at Auburn this fall, and so 
Saint Luke’s is looking for a new nursery worker. The hours are from 9 a.m. 
to Noon each Sunday and with additional times during holy seasons. We pay 
$30 per day worked (aka $10 per hour). I’ve had a difficult time finding some-
one thus far. If you know a good candidate, please have them contact me at 
424-0556 or at frsean@aeneas.net 
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Please let us know one of the three  
following options: 
 

•  Shift me to online delivery only. 
 

•  I’d like to receive the monthly  
    paper version of The Parish Life only 
 

•  I’d like to receive both the paper   
    and online versions of The Parish Life 


